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THE AMENDMENT 


TS first session of the 74th Congress has ad- 
journed. The Equal Rights Amendment which 
was introduced at the beginning of the session 
by Senator Townsend of Delaware and Repre- 
sentative Ludlow of Indiana will keep its posi- 
tion before the Judiciary Committees of both 
Houses in the session which opens in January. 
It will not be necessary to reintroduce the meas- 
ure at the coming session. 

In the effort to get favorable action from the 
House Judiciary Committee, Representative Lud- 
low, as sponsor of the measure, addressed the fol- 


lowing letter to the House Committee members: 
“DEAR COLLEAGUE: 

“The women who are earnestly promoting the Equal 
Rights Amendment, realizing that members of con- 
gress are tired and worn because of the prolon 
sion, have decided not to ask for a hearing ore the 
Committee on the Judiciary, believing that the proposal 
is so well understood in any event.that a hearing would 
be superfluous, and in lieu of a hearing they have de- 
cided to 4 the members of the Committee to re- 

rt the bil 

place on the Calendar and at the proper time be 
taken up for thorough ion and consideration. 


“They do not ask members of the Committee neces- 
sarily to commit themselves to vote for the Resolution 
but believe it is within the bounds of fairness and 
reason to request that it be reported so that it may 
have its opportunity in the House and may be in a 
position for fair and full discussion on its merits. As 
a member who introduced the Resolution (House Joint 

Resolution No. 1), I wish to say that I would be very 
much gratified if you may see 2 way clear to accede 
to the request of these worthy ladies and vote to report 
the Resolution. Women all over the country, who are 
interested in the Resolution, would be much gratified to 
know that it is to have its chance in the House and are 
looking forward anxiously to a report at the present 


session. 
“Hoping that this will 1 2 approval, 
Louis Lor ow. 


Representatives U. S. Guyer of Kansas and Wil- 
liam H. Wilson of Pennsylvania, Republican mem- 
bers of the Judiciary Committee, joined in the 


following reply: 


“Hon Louis LuDLow, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 8 

“In reply to your inquiry addressed to the members 
of the Judiciary Committee in regard to the proposed 
Equal Rights Amendment (House Joint Resolution 
No. 1), which you have introduced in the House, and 


August 24, 1935. 


“In consideration of the fact that there is at the pres- 


ent moment throughout the world a rising tide of un- 
just discrimination against women; a tendency to ex- 
clude women from public offices, from the 


favorably to the House so that it may take 
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service positions, from opportunities for er edu- 
cation, and in particular an almost universal attempt 
to replace women by men in the labor markets; and 

“In consideration, further, of the fact that the dis- 
criminations against women have become so alarming 
that they have led the League of Nations to put the 
subject of the entire status of women on the agenda 
of the coming Assembly of the League: 

“We, the undersigned members of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives deem it urgent 
that this measure be on the calendar at an early 
date in the next session so that the whole membership 
may have an ——— to consider it. 

In addition, Representative John M. Robsion, 


another Republican member of the Committee, 
wrote to Mr. Ludlow: 


“I have received your letter on your Equal ts 
Amendment resolution. So far as I am concerned, I 
am in full accord with your views that a hearing is 
unnecessary. I have indicated to the friends of this 
bill, to others, and to the members of the committee that 
I should like to have an opportunity to help report the 
bill favorably, and will do so if given an opportunity.” 


Honorable Andrew J. Montague of Virginia, 
Governor for four years of his state, representing 
his state in the House since the 68rd Congress 
and now ranking Democrat on the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, answered Mr. Ludlow, expressing his will- 
ingness that the measure be reported out, saying: 

“While I have always thought that the remedy for 
the situation should come through State action rather 
than an amendment to the Federal Constitution, I have 


no objection to the matter being fully discussed in the 

House, and should the measure be called u Mr. 

Sumners, Chairman of the Committee on the 44. 

I will vote to report it to the House.“ 

Similar statements have been made by a num- 
ber of other members of the Judiciary Committee 


in reply to Mr. Ludlow’s letter. 


LAWYERS PRESS FOR EARLY PASSAGE 
OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


T HE National Association of Women Lawyers 
has sent to all members of the Judiciary Com- 
mittees of both Houses of Congress a copy of its 
resolution on the Equal Rights Amendment. This 
resolution was adopted on July 16, 1935, at its 
convention at Los Angeles. The resolution read: 


“Whereas, in order that women may have op- 
unities as well as equal responsibilities with men: 


it 

„Resolved by the National Association of Women Law- 
yers, that it endorse the proposed Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States which in 
its effective article reads: 
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„Men and women shall have equal rights out 
ps United States and every place subject to its juris- 
10n. 

Among the members of the Association who 
have personally helped with the interviewing of 
the Judiciary members during the past weeks are 
Laura Berrien of Georgia, Vice-President of the 
National Association of Women Lawyers; Helen 
McGerr of Nebraska, Mary Philbrook of New 
Jersey and Stella Aiken of Georgia. 


OSTEOPATHS PRESS FOR AMENDMENT 


The National Women’s Osteopathic Association 
has added its forces, during the past fortnight, 
to those of the National Woman’s Party and the 
National Association of Women Lawyers in in- 
terviewing the Judiciary Committee members in 
support of the Equal Rights Amendment. The 
following letter has been sent to the Judiciary 
members of both Houses: : 


“On July 22 the National Women’s Osteopathic Asso- 
ciation endorsed the proposed Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the national Constitution, at its annual Conven- 
tion in Cleveland, Ohio. 

“In view of this action, I write to ask that House 
Joint Resolution No. 1, now before the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives, be reported out 
of your Committee without a further hearing. During 
the eleven years that this measure has been before 
Congress, seven hearings have been held with — — 
to it. Arguments for and against the measure have 
clearly and forcefully presented, and these arguments 
in p ted form are available in the Re rts of the 
Hearin It seems useless to delay f er consider- 
ation of this measure, so important to the women of the 
country. Now more than ever women need the 2 
tection of the proposed Constitutional guarantee of their 
rights, when on every side assaults are being made to 
deprive them of their fundamental right to earn a living. 

“Sincerely yours, 
“Grace LEWIs Hund, 
“Osteopathic Physician.” 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

The Woman’s Party has continued a daily 
watch at the United States Senate in the effort 
to do everything possible to prevent action by the 
Senate which would commit the United States to 
adherence to the International Labor Office Con- 
ventions which have been sent from Geneva to 
the United States. A hearing has been promised 


by the members of the Foreign Relations Com- 


mittee of the Senate to enable the Woman’s Party 
to state its opposition to these conventions because 
of their discriminations against women. 
The Woman’s Party has sent the following letter 
to the Secretary of Labor: 
“On behalf of the National Woman’s Party we have 
the honor to request an interview with regard to the 


several Conventions affecting the status of women which 
have been adopted by the International Labor Office at 


Geneva. 
Our p this interview is to inquire 


urpose in seekng . 
as to the attitude of the Administration toward these 


Conventions. In case the Administration wishes to 


for the acceptance of these Conventions by the 


ese various international agree- 
ments is a matter of the utmost consequence to American 
women. We therefore earnestly request an opportunity 
to discuss with you these proposed international agree- 
ments and to present to you the conviction upon this 
subject of many thousands of 


American women.” 
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EQUALITY IN PROPOSED FEDERAL 
LICENSING PLAN 


A significant evidence of the growing strength 
of the equality movement in Congress is shown by 
the action of Senator O’Mahoney of Wyoming in 
including a mandatory clause forbidding discrimi- 
nations based on sex, of the same tenor as the 
equal rights amendment, in his bill for a general 
licensing system (S. 3363), introduced in the 
Senate on August 5. 

This bill, which will be brought up for consid- 
eration in the next session, includes the following 
clause: 

“Sec. 5. Every license issued under this Act shall 
provide: That no female employee who performs serv- 
ices 1 equivalent to those performed by 
male employees shall be discriminated inst as to 

rates of pay or in rights granted in any manner.” 


In a speech on August 6 in the Senate, discuss- 
~ this ‘particular clause, Senator O’Mahoney 
sald: 


“The bill provides for only three principal require- 
ments in a general licensing system to be applied to 
those who engage in commerce among the States. These 
three requirements are the protection of female em- 

loyees from discrimination, a provision nst child 


r, and a provision guaranteeing the ht of col- 
lective bargaining.” | 


To quote further the Congressional Record of 
August 6: 


Mr. Walsh. “What did the Senator from Wyoming 
say were the primary minimum labor conditions pre- 
requisite to obtaining a license by an industry 
in interstate commerce?” 

Mr. O'Mahoney. “The requirements are the 
prevention of discrimination against women em ees, 
the ban against child labor, and the protection the 
rights of collective bargaining.” 


Anita Pollitzer, Congressional Secretary of the 
3 Woman's Party, in commenting on the 
, Said: 


“Throughout our campaign in the last Congress for 
equal nationality rights for men and women, Senator 
O’Mahoney was one of our strongest supporters and 
did a great deal to ensure victory. It heartening 
indeed to find him now championing — opportunity 
for men and women in regard to conditions of labor. 
We congratulate Wyoming women on his stand.” 


DELEGATE SAILS FOR GENEVA 


Mrs. Abby Scott Baker, delegate of the Inter 
American Commission to the Women’s Consulta- 
tive Committee on Nationality, sailed for Geneva 
on board the S. S. Columbus on August 20th. 

The Inter American Commission of Women is 
a constituent member of the Consultative Com- 
mittee, which in addition to the Commission, is 
composed of four other leading women’s inter- 
national organizations, namely the International 
Council of Women, the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, the Equal Rights 
International, and the All-Asian Conferences of 
Women. The Consultative Committee was created 
by the Council of the League, in January, 1931, 


to advise the League on the nationality of women. 
The question of nationality has caused consider - 
able debate in League meetings especially since 
The Hague Codification Conference of 1930. It 
was brought once more to the fore in December, 
1933, when 19 countries, assembled at Montevideo 
for the Seventh International Conference of Amer- 
ican States, signed the Equal Nationality Treaty. 

Through the efforts of the Women’s Consultative 
Committee on Nationality, the Equal Nationality 
Treaty has been put on the Agenda of the League 
of Nations for this session which will open in 
Geneva on September 9th. Due to the indefati- 
gable work of the same Committee, which devoted 
the major part of its last report to the League to 
the status of women and the need of equality, the 
Equal Rights Treaty was also put on the agenda 
for this session. This treaty was signed, along 
with the Equal Nationality Treaty at the Monte- 
video Conference, by Uruguay, Paraguay, Ecua- 
dor and Cuba. 

Besides the Women’s Consultative Committee, 
a great number of international as well as national 
women’s organizations in Europe, Asia, and the 
Americas have endorsed the two equality treaties. 
The coming sessions of the League will, there- 
fore, be of momentous interest to women through- 
‘out the world. 

The Commission is most fortunate in having as 
able a representative as Abby Scott Baker, who 
is a prominent resident of Washington, wife of 
Dr. Robert Baker, and who is equally well known 
in feminist and international circles. This is not 
her first undertaking on behalf of women. As far 
back as September, 1917, she was picketing the 
White House, insisting energetically with her 
colleagues that President Wilson take action on 
behalf of suffrage. On this occasion, she was ar- 
rested and sentenced to 60 days in Occoquan. Mrs. 
Baker is a former member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Woman’s Party of which 
she was for a time political chairman. She was 
known then as the diplomat of the organization, 
since she had interviewed practically every man 
of importance in political life. She is also a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Ratification and Adher- 


ence of the Inter American Commission of Women 


8 1 she has cooperated since its creation 

Mrs. Baker, in addition to representing the 
Inter-American Commission on the Women’s Con- 
sultative Committee at Geneva, will also represent 
the International Committee of the Woman’s P 
during her stay in Europe. 


THE OPEN DOOR CONGRESS 


The Open Door International concluded its 
week’s Congress at Copenhagen, Denmark, on 
August 23. The meetings were held in Christian- 


‘borg Castle, Denmark’s beautiful House of Parlia- 


ment. 


The Woman’s Party, which is affiliated to the 
Open Door International, was represented at the 
Copenhagen Conference by two delegates, Mrs. 
Rebekah Greathouse and Mrs. Lloyd Williams. 
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The Congress reaffirmed in strong terms its 


adherence to the principle of equality between 


men and women in the economic field. The Con- 


gress also passed resolutions opposing special 
labor laws applying to women but not to their 
male competitors. Particular emphasis was given 
to the Open Door opposition to the conventions 
of the International Labor Office at Geneva which 


make a distinction between labor standards for 


men and women: 


The Woman's Party delegation led in the effort 


to have the Congress go still further and endorse 


the Equal Rights Treaty, but the Congress was not 
ready to take this step. In addition to the effort 


in behalf of the Equal Rights Treaty which was 
made at Copenhagen by the Woman’s Party dele- 


tes, the United States representative on the 


ternational Board of the Open Door, Mrs. Ruth 
Vandeer Litt, also urged support of the Treaty. 


WOMEN’S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 


The Women’s Consultative Committee created 


by the Council of the League of Nations held its 


annual meeting in the League of Nations Building 


on July 20. The meeting was opened by Dr. Rosa 
Welt Straus, of Palestine, retiring chairman. 


Miss L. C. A. Van Eeghan, of Holland, Honorary 


Secretary of the International Council of Women, 


resided, and will continue to act as chairman dur- 
the coming year, in accordance with the rota- 


tion of chairmanship among the organizations 
represented on the committee. 
Evans, of England, representative of the Equal 
Rights International, acted as Secretary. 


The chief business was the drafting of a report 


for the September Assembly of the League. The 
report will be printed by the League and dis- 
tributed to Assembly delegates. The report opens 
with the following statement: 


‘Believing that the pronouncements of the League 
of Nations and the enactment of World Conventions may 
have far-reaching consequences for women—for greater 
freedom or greater subjection—various women’s Inter- 
national organizations have been instrumental in bring- 
ing to the attention of the League the Equal Nationality 
Treaty and the Equal 2 * Treaty. ese have been 
tana on the agenda of the 16th Assembly. 


The International Organizations of Women forming | 


this Committee ask the Assembly to give its approval to 
the Equal Nationality Treaty that was signed at Monte- 
video December, 19383, by 19 American Republics, and 
has since been ratified and incorporated into the law 
in the United States, Chile, Mexico and Honduras, and 
which in its principle clause, reads as follows: 
There shall be no distinction based on sex as 
regards nationality, in their legislation or in their 
practice’ ; 
and to the Equal Rights Treaty, which was signed by 
cuador, 


representatives of the Governments of Cuba, 
Paraguay and Uruguay, and in its principal clause reads 


as follows: ; 
The contracting States agree that, upon ratifica- . 
tion of this Treaty, men and women s have equal 


rights throughout the territory subject to their re- 
spective jurisdictions.’ 


further ask that these Treaties be submitted 


to all 
signatories.” 


Miss Dorothy 
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